St. Andrew’s Uniting

September 2018

Church News
Mission Statement:
To bring the Gospel of Christ to
the People of the Hawkesbury.

Sunday Services
8:30am (Church)
Traditional worship followed by morning tea & fellowship
10:00am (Church)
In conjunction with our Kids’ Sunday program.
A family celebration including programs from three years old to Yr 6.
Morning tea and fellowship follows.
6:00pm Sundays@Six (Auditorium)
A friendly & relaxed creative service held in the auditorium with great
music, followed by light refreshments.

Pastoral Leaders Team (PLT)
Rev Je-Kon Oh: 0410 596 991 (voice)
0416 291 625 (text) 4578 3421 (home) 4578 3820 (church)
Email: minister@richmonduniting.org.au
Lester Vincent (4575 1507)

Justin Dacey (4574 1312)

Audrey Morgan (4578 4421)

Beryl Hedges (4571 2087)

Margaret Bailey (4776 1487)

Sandi Herbert (4573 1517)

Kerryn Johnson (4571 4198)

Anthea Inskip (4573 1002)

Geoff Lattimore (4571 4061)

Please send newsletter articles to Ann Whattam for the next
edition: office@richmonduniting.org.au

Statement on Prayer
NO ocean can hold it back …….NO river can overtake it ……
NO whirlwind can go faster …….
NO army can defeat it …..
NO law can stop it …...
NO distance can slow it …..
NO disease can cripple it …..
NO force on earth is more powerful or effective
than the power of prayer
Anonymous

Prayer Vigil—Josh and Family
Most of our congregation are aware that a prayer vigil has been operating
in our church to support Josh Miller and his family. This has been
happening for six months since Josh first received his diagnosis and
treatment commenced. Many encouraging things have been happening
and we are grateful for the ongoing reports that show God’s powerful
involvement in Josh’s journey to complete healing and recovery.
The prayer vigil is in place for the long term (could be two years) and
involves over 35 families from St Andrew’s and more from other places.
Updates on Josh’s progress and further needs are forwarded by email or
letterbox drop usually weekly. We know that we have people praying
across 12 hours of every day. We also know that many others outside the
Prayer Vigil List are committing time to prayer each day and the family is
grateful to God for this daily commitment by so many.
If you would like to join this Prayer Vigil to receive updates, please let us
know, and we will be happy to add you to our email list.
Tel: 4589 3008
parkwoodbrowns@gmail.com

Sandra and Geoff Brown
Coordinators of this Prayer Vigil
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Jobs Unseen . . .Things Don’t Just Happen
One Thursday afternoon at the Patchwork Group we had a welcome
visitor, John Shields had come to “patch up” the mural on the wall.
I asked Maureen for some history regarding the mural. ………….
“John painted the mural in 1998 as a project to cover the blank wall in the
old hall. Under his guidance some of the Sunday School students added a
few touches to the colours. The theme was Australian birds, animals and
the Blue Mountains. He included a family group admiring God’s handiwork
over the valley with Christ as the centre piece overlooking all.”
This is the first time in twenty years that the mural has needed attention.
Thank you John for using your talent to brighten up our hall - showing us
the wonder of our beautiful surroundings and reminding us that God is
always watching over us.
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U4F August Meeting
The meeting began with morning tea followed by a Welcome and
Devotion from Denise. She then introduced Rev. Canon John Butler
who spoke about his time on Kangaroo Island.
John’s involvement with the island began when he was asked to nominate
“someone” to go and minister there for three months. Due to his passion
for Bush Church Aid and the thought of living on the island for three
months, he nominated himself and so his involvement with Kangaroo
Island began. John went to Kangaroo Island in 2010 and after some time at
home in Richmond mid-term, Dorothy joined him for the third month, and
their daughter and family visited over Easter.
Kangaroo Island is 145km long with a population of 4,700 people enjoying
a wonderful way of life. Tourism and farming are the main life blood of the
island. Seals, penguins, sheep (for milking) and native bees are some of the
local Inhabitants.
The PowerPoint presentation gave us a real insight to life on the island with
stunning views, wildlife and pictures of the churches.

Church of St. Columba, Penneshaw, Kangaroo Island.

4

Faith, Hope and Charity are three cottages in Kingscote, two are in private
ownership but Hope is now the location of the island’s museum. John
mentioned one day that he was surprised that there was no mention of the
island churches in the museum. Two years later, after his return, John
received a book titled “The Churches of Kangaroo Island” from the lady in
charge of the museum. Of course, John was highly delighted and he showed
us a copy (picture below).
One of the traditions of the local church people on the island is a walk
through the town on Palm Sunday holding palm branches (not from Aldi!).
John said it was a wonderful place to serve and visit.
Remember Christ’s command “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”
and His promise “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:19-20).
Judith closed the meeting with a Benediction.

John and Denise

The next meeting is on Thursday September 6th
at 10am, when we have Rev. Noreen Towers
telling us the story of 51 years ministry, 40
years of which were spent with the homeless
U4F Team
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News from the St Andrew’s Resource Library
So the school holidays have now finished but I did manage to take
stock of what we had in the St Andrew’s Resource Library, cull a few
older books (you may have seen these on the table in the auditorium
saying “free to a good home”) and enjoyed getting lost in Koorong
and QBD finding new books to encourage us in our walk with God;
with inspirational life stories and books to develop our ministry and
Christian living.
I hope you enjoy these books and find the time to borrow them—for
some you may have to be patient, a few of the books are very
popular already. Every couple of months, starting in September I will
create a spotlight on certain books or genres and give small reviews
to encourage you to look for these books. So, I might do a Spotlight
on Mission or a Spotlight on Prayer, or Adversity, Leadership etc.
and highlight books that are worth a read.
What I would love is for anyone who has read a book to write a small
review and email it to me, my email address is ……..
the_baileys@optusnet.com.au.
If you do not have access to the internet you can handwrite it and
give it to me at Church. I will then put them together with a photo
of the book, so Ann can put them in the newsletter. Below is a good
template to use when you are writing a short review-remember the
golden rule of reviews—NEVER GIVE AWAY THE ENDING.
Review Template:
Title
Author
Genre:- ministry, life story, prayer, (look on the label if you are
unsure), also add if it is a story, biography, self help etc.
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Within the body of your review, give a very brief synopsis of the
book, sometimes the blurb on the back can help with ideas or even
explaining how the Title relates to the subject matter in the book.
Then answer the following questions:Where and when is it set?
How did the story make you feel/how did it help you/what did you
learn?
Why did you read it? What is your opinion about this book—it can
help if you give one positive point, one negative point and one thing
you found most interesting.
To whom was this book intended—who should read it?
Happy Reading!!

Bronwyn Bailey

Memories stirred by the Tea Cup story in last month’s Newsletter
I couldn’t resist taking a picture of this delightful tea cup which Judith
Dennis brought to show me. Judith recalled that when Nat first read
the tea cup story some years ago at Adult Fellowship each person
was given a miniature tea cup like the one shown above, which
became a lovely reminder of the occasion and a much treasured
possession for those who received them.
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St. Andrew’s Singers
Past, Present and Future
This group of singers was formed at St Andrew’s Church, initiated by Betty
Dixon and Gwen Barclay, before the Auditorium was built. Gwen was the
pianist and was always finding wonderful music to accompany the singers.
Initially the group sang at the Uniting Village before the chapel was in
existence and was made up of enthusiastic folks from the Adult Fellowship
who enjoyed singing together.
When St Andrew’s Church extended and the auditorium was built, the Group
requested that an extension to the stage be added to accommodate the
singers when they performed on various occasions.
They progressed to giving concerts and holding Dinner/Entertainment
functions where they would cook and provide a meal for $20 per person,
raising money on behalf of the Adult Fellowship for Church Funds.
The St Andrew’s Singers also sang in church at Easter and Christmas Services
and other times of the year when the singing in church would be
followed by an afternoon tea.
(The above was written with the help of Betty Dixon)
On taking over the role of coordinator of the Singers at Christmas 2017,
Margaret Lloyd would like to recognise the help and encouragement she has
received from Betty. In January, the first practice took place with some new
folks having been recruited to join the established members. Since Margaret
started leading the Singers they have continued taking part in the Service at
the Uniting village chapel, which is held on the 4th Monday of each month,
and rehearsals take place in the church hall twice a month. They have also
sung in church at Easter time and taken part in a concert with the Macquarie
Towns Choral Society.
David Harper accompanies the singers and in his absence Geoff Brown or
Audrey Morgan help out with this role. Plans for the future include
performing at the Seniors’ Luncheon at the end of November.
Anyone who would like to join would be made very welcome.
Remember, everyone can sing.
(The above was written with the help of Margaret Lloyd)
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Easter
2018

Rehearsing in
the Church Hall

July Service at
Uniting Village
Chapel
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September Activities 2018
Easter Sunday

Weds 11

T.O.F.M.S

Playtime
9.30
Church Council
7.30
Summer Fair Mtg 7pm
U4F
10.00
IDA Service
10.30
Tech Gurus
1pm
Youth Group
7pm
Playtime
9.30
TOFMS
9.45
Cuppa4Seniors
10.00
Youth Group
7pm

Mon
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Mon
Mon
Weds
Weds
Thurs
Fri

1

9.45

3
4
5
6
7
7
7
10
12
13
14

Sun

Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Fri
Mon
Weds
Thurs
Fri

17 Playtime
9.30
20 Cuppa4Seniors 10.00
20 Patchwork
1.30pm
21 Youth Group
7pm
22 Spring Fair 8am to 3pm
24 Playtime
9.30
24 St And. Singers 11.00
26 TOFMS
9.45
26 Spr. Fair. Mtg
7pm
27 Seniors Lunch 12.00
28 Youth Group
7pm

St Andrew’s e-Calendar
If you would like to see the online “St Andrew’s Calendar of Activities”, you may
access the e-calendar from your Computer/Smart Phone/Tablet etc. This shows
all Church activities and includes Centre Users’ bookings as well. All items are
clickable enabling a “drill down” for further details. For example, Church Services
give details such as assigned Preachers/Leaders as well as links to the Rosters.
You can either go to St Andrew’s website:
http://www.richmonduniting.org.au/actiivities/calendar/calendar.htm
or email to parkwoodbrowns@gmail.com and we will send a link to install the
live calendar on your Smartphone/Tablet.
Geoff Brown and Matt Peace
for the Communications Group
parkwoodbrowns@gmail.com
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Worship Planner for September 2018
Date

8:30am

10am

6pm

2 September

Je-Kon Oh
(HC)

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

10:30am
Messy Church

Café Church

Rodel Palmer

Rodel Palmer
(HC)

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

TBA

Geoff Brown

Geoff Brown

Je-Kon Oh
(HC)

9 September
16 September
23 September
30 September

*Note: This worship can be changed at any time

SPRING FaIR
2018
Saturday 22nd September
8am to 3pm
Be involved and enjoy the fun
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE WEEK
MONDAYS

Playtime: 9.30am-11.30am parents &
pre-schoolers
(Sarah Jones 4577 5353)
Andy’s Hands-on-Help: 9.00-1pm maintenance &
fellowship (Bob Thuaux 4578 2309)

TUESDAYS

Church Council: 7.30pm 1st Tuesday odd number
month (Greg Inskip 4573 1002)
Pastoral Leaders Team: 7.00pm 1st Tuesday even
month (Je-Kon Oh)

WEDNESDAYS

Time Out For Mums: 9.45-11.15am Fortnightly
school terms for mums & pre-schoolers
(Sandra Brown 4589 3008)

THURSDAYS

1st: Uniting 4 Fellowship 10.00am
(Beryl Hedges 4571 2087)
2nd & 3rd: Cuppa 4 Seniors: 10.00am-12 noon
3rd Thursday: Patchwork with Thelma 1.30 pm
4th: Seniors’ Lunch: 12 noon-1.45pm
Seniors’ Bible Study: 12 noon-1.30pm (1st, 3rd & 5th)
(Sandi Herbert 4573 1517)

FRIDAYS

Prayer Meeting: 9am-10am (Margaret Bailey)
1st: IDA Service: 10.30am
Youth Group: 7pm (Yrs 5 and up during school term)
(Evelynn Inskip 0447119020)

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church
(St. Andrew’s is a member of the Assembly of Confessing
Congregations in the Uniting Church.)
Ph: 02 4578 3820; Web: www.richmonduniting.org.au
25 West Market Street, Richmond NSW 2753
Mail: Post Office Box 450, Richmond NSW 2753
Centre Manager: Derek Scott 4578 6015
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