St. Andrew’s Uniting

June 2018

Church News
Mission Statement:
To bring the Gospel of Christ to
the People of the Hawkesbury.

Sunday Service
8:30am (Church)
Traditional worship followed by morning tea & fellowship
10:00am (Church)
In conjunction with our Kids’ Sunday program
A family celebration including programs from three years old to Yr 6.
Morning tea and fellowship follows
6:00pm Sundays@Six (Auditorium)
A friendly & relaxed creative service held in the auditorium with great
music, followed by a light meal.

Pastoral Leaders Team (PLT)
Rev Je-Kon Oh 4578 3820 (Office, Bus. Hrs.)
After Hours: 0410 596 991, 0416 291 625 or 4578 3421.
Email: minister@richmonduniting.org.au
Lester Vincent (4575 1507)

Justin Dacey (4574 1312)

Audrey Morgan (4578 4421)

Beryl Hedges (4571 2087)

Margaret Bailey (4776 1487)

Sandi Herbert (4573 1517)

Kerryn Johnson (4571 4198)

Anthea Inskip (4573 1002)

Geoff Lattimore (4571 4061)

Please send newsletter articles to Ann Whattam for the next
edition: office@richmonduniting.org.au

The Local Church
is the
Hope of the World
Bill Hybels

Books of the Bible—May anagram solutions
ROMANS
GENESIS
MATTHEW
HOSEA
DANIEL
GALATIANS

LEVITICUS
NAHUM
JEREMIAH
HEBREWS
EPHESIANS
PHILEMON
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News from the May IDA Service
Roy Brackenreg is a “regular” at our monthly IDA Services, and we
snapped him singing “Little Old Church in the Wildwood” at
morning tea after the Service.
Roy is a gentle, friendly chap who loves the Lord Jesus and the folk
he meets at St. Andrew’s. Sandi took the photos and captured the
moment well! Roy was ably accompanied on the piano by Geoff
Brown, who brings great music to the IDA Services.

Margaret Bailey/Lester Vincent
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U4F Visit to the SECRET GARDEN
Thursday the 3rd May dawned a beautiful autumn morning, just
the right weather to go for an amble in a garden and this was the
day that the U4F team had arranged for us to visit the “Secret
Garden” situated at the U.W.S Hawkesbury Campus. As we
approached the gardens I thought of the verse that says “This is
the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad .” The
garden has been at U.W.S. for a number of years but a couple of
years ago changed location, but still within the Campus. When
we first arrived the team leaders had morning tea ready for us
having taken everything necessary including sandwiches and
cakes. As I was served with a mug of coffee I was taken back a
few years down memory lane as these were the mugs that went
on all the coach trips—they have travelled many thousands of
kilometres—thanks for the memory they invoked.
After morning tea one of the workers, Sonia, talked to us about
the garden and how it is, and probably will be for ever, a work in
progress. The Secret Garden is a place created with love —
a love of plants, a love of gardens, a love of people and I hope a
love of God the Great Creator. A garden where you are able to
meander not always on even paths but where you almost expect
a fairy or elf to pop out from behind one of the many plants and
bushes to greet you. One garden I noticed had all the plants
planted in teapots!
Our time was nearly over so I went to the shop to purchase my
gardenia and as I waited I noticed these boxes, different shapes
and sizes but all covered with plants and like a vine falling down
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the front—my thought was that they were nesting boxes for birds
but as my eyes lifted here was a sign “Bee Hotels for Sale”!!!!
As we moved towards the cars my thoughts were of the old hymn
that is so well loved (and which I do not like playing) “All things
bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small. All things wise
and wonderful , the Lord God made them all.”
Audrey Morgan

The kiss of the sun for pardon,
The song of the birds for mirth,
One is nearer God’s heart in a garden
Than anywhere else on Earth
Verse from a poem by Dorothy Frances Gurney
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Biblical Marriage
is between ONE
woman & ONE man.

Genesis 2:22–24
Matthew 19:4-6
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Tech Gurus
Tech Gurus is an interest group for those who wish to troubleshoot and
solve technical problems and to explore new possibilities with their
electronic devices.
We meet on the first Friday of each month from 1pm to 2pm in St.
Andrew’s Front Hall.
· Purpose: to share and increase technical skills, knowledge and

problem solving, for mutual benefit.
· Equipment: Members of the group can bring their devices, tablets,
phones, laptops.
· On-line: Access to the internet is available.
· Opportunity for an afternoon tea/coffee is available for those who
have who have time to pause.
The idea of the group is that as people increase their skill base and
problem solving techniques, they become a ‘Tech Guru’, with new
confidence to address and solve future issues or share what they have
learned, with others.
We have lots of great conversations and new discoveries are always
happening for everyone! Anyone is welcome.
Geoff Brown and Matt Peace
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WESLEY NOREEN TOWERS
How many people in the Congregation have a building named after
them?
Here is evidence of one person who has, Rev. Noreen Towers.
(Extract taken from Wesley Impact, Easter 2018)
“Wesley Noreen Towers provides transitional accommodation for up
to 16 families who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless in
south-western Sydney. The community includes self-contained
three bedroom units with extensive lawns and gardens, children’s
play equipment, and facilities for parenting programs, art and craft
groups, and social activities.”
“The program aims to break the cycle of homelessness by providing
high standard housing to meet immediate needs, working with
families to find long-term housing, and assisting families to address
the issues that have contributed to homelessness including drug
abuse, domestic violence, financial issues and stress.”
The following was written after asking Noreen for information about the
building and her work with the homeless in Sydney over many years.

The building was named after Rev. Noreen Towers because she
worked with homeless men and women for 40 years with Wesley
Mission in a leadership role from 1964 to 2004.
During that time she set up various services and facilities for them
such as the church service for homeless people in 1966 where she
ministered for four decades. This was followed by the opening of
the first day care centre for homeless people in Sydney in 1971 that
was open 5 days a week, and the opening of Edward Eager Lodge
hostel in 1979 to accommodate 92 homeless people both men and
women. In 1979 Noreen was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to
study care for the homeless people overseas and the establishment
of Serenity Farm for 18 homeless people to recover from addictions
followed in 1982.
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Also in 1982 she started setting up a supported accommodation
program to house homeless people in the community. The work
grew to become the largest arm of the work with the Homeless,
eventually housing 150 homeless people in 25 properties across
metropolitan Sydney.
Noreen was also involved with establishing the NSW Association of
Homeless Persons Services in 1984 now known as Homelessness
NSW as well as the setting up of accommodation for 14 homeless
families in 2004 which Wesley Mission decided to name Noreen
Towers Community Centre now known as Wesley Noreen Towers.
What a well-deserved acknowledgement of years of dedicated work
to be recognised by having a building named after you. Noreen, we
at St. Andrew’s are so happy to be able to call you our friend.
Ann Whattam

Run for Bibles
Thank you to everyone who sponsored Ben and Daniel in their
cross-country “Run4 Bibles” in May. Altogether the boys raised
$225 which is 32 bibles. The run was at Kuyper Christian School
on 11 May, the bibles are distributed in South Africa. The Bible
League co-ordinates this fundraising to make a difference to
South African students, their families and ultimately the future
of South Africa.
Thankyou
Ben & Dan
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June Activities 2018
Fri
Fri
Fri
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs

1
1
1
4
5
6
7

IDA Service
10.30
Tech Gurus
1pm
Youth Group
7pm
Playtime
9.30
PLT Meeting
7pm
TOFMS
9.45
U4F
10.00
(Fashion Parade)
Fri
8 Youth Group
7pm
Thurs 14 Cuppa4Seniors 10.00
Fri
15 Youth Group
7pm

Sat
Mon
Weds
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Mon
Mon
Thurs
Fri

16 Church Working Bee 8am
18 Playtime
9.30
20 TOFMS
9.45
21 Cuppa4Seniors
10.00
21 Patchwork
1.30pm
22 Youth Group
7pm
25 Playtime
9.30
25 St Andrews Singers 11.00
28 Seniors Lunch
12.00
29 Youth Group
7pm

There is much to pray for.
Come and join us!
9—10am each Friday
Interview Room

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING
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Worship Planner for June 2018
Date

8:30am

10am

6pm

3 June

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh

(HC)

(HC)

10 June

Noreen Towers

Noreen Towers

Café Church

17 June

Je-Kon Oh

10.30am
Messy Church

Je-Kon Oh

24 June

Voice of Martyrs

Voice of Martyrs

Je-Kon Oh

*Note: This worship plan can be changed at any time.

Problems with Foreign Currency Donations
Recently, we have had a few instances of donations in New Zealand
currency in the offertory plate. It is a very generous gesture, but
unfortunately, we cannot include this money in our offerings. When these
notes are taken to the bank, the Bank Manager is called, and even the
bank has some difficulty with it. On one occasion, a New Zealand $20
note was accepted, but after deductions for the currency conversion, it
amounted to just $8.00. This is disappointing for both parties, and it
causes significant delay when the money is deposited.
For the reasons stated above, it would be appreciated if offerings and
donations are in Australian currency only please.
Lester Vincent
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE WEEK
MONDAYS

Playtime: 9.30am-11.30am parents &
pre-schoolers
(Sarah Jones 4577 5353)
Andy’s Hands-on-Help: 9.00-1pm maintenance &
fellowship (Bob Thuaux 4578 2309)

TUESDAYS

Church Council: 7.30pm 1st Tuesday odd number
month (Greg Inskip 4573 1002)
Pastoral Leaders Team: 7.00pm 1st Tuesday even
month (Je-Kon Oh)

WEDNESDAYS

Time Out For Mums: 9.45-11.15am Fortnightly
school terms for mums & pre-schoolers
(Sandra Brown 4589 3008)

THURSDAYS

1st: Uniting 4 Fellowship 10.00am
(Beryl Hedges 4571 2087)
2nd & 3rd: Cuppa 4 Seniors: 10.00am-12 noon
3rd Thursday: Patchwork with Thelma 1.30 pm
4th: Seniors’ Lunch: 12 noon-1.45pm
Seniors’ Bible Study: 12 noon-1.30pm (1st, 3rd & 5th)
(Sandi Herbert 4573 1517)

FRIDAYS

Prayer Meeting: 9am-10am (Margaret Bailey)
1st: IDA Service: 10.30am
Youth Group: 7pm (Yrs 5 and up during school term)
(Evelynn Inskip 0447119020)

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church
(St. Andrew’s is a member of the Assembly of Confessing
Congregations in the Uniting Church.)
Ph: 02 4578 3820; Web: www.richmonduniting.org.au
25 West Market Street, Richmond NSW 2753
Mail: Post Office Box 450, Richmond NSW 2753
Centre Manager: Derek Scott 4578 6015
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