St. Andrew’s Uniting

May 2018

Church News
Mission Statement:
To bring the Gospel of Christ to
the People of the Hawkesbury.

Sunday Service
8:30am (Church)
Traditional worship followed by morning tea & fellowship
10:00am (Church)
In conjunction with our Kids’ Sunday program
A family celebration including programs from three years old to Yr 6.
Morning tea and fellowship follows
6:00pm Sundays@Six (Auditorium)
A friendly & relaxed creative service held in the auditorium with great
music, followed by a light meal.

Pastoral Leaders Team (PLT)
Rev Je-Kon Oh 4578 3820 (Office, Bus. Hrs.)
After Hours: 0410 596 991 or 4578 3421.
Email: minister@richmonduniting.org.au
Lester Vincent (4575 1507)

Justin Dacey (4574 1312)

Audrey Morgan (4578 4421)

Beryl Hedges (4571 2087)

Margaret Bailey (4776 1487) Sandi Herbert (4573 1517)
Kerryn Johnson (4571 4198)

Anthea Inskip (4573 1002)

Geoff Lattimore (4571 4061)

Please send newsletter articles to Ann Whattam for the next
edition: office@richmonduniting.org.au

Poem
Often during a busy day
I pause for a minute to silently pray.
I mention the names of those I love
And treasured friends I am fondest of For it doesn’t matter where we pray
If we honestly mean the words we say,
For God is always listening to hear
The prayers that are made by a heart that’s sincere.
Helen Steiner Rice
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Review of Easter Services
Maundy Thursday
Around 38 people attended the 8pm Tenebrae, communion, hymn and
prayer service. After the special meal of lamb, grapes, nuts and dried
fruit, salt water, herbs and unleavened bread, sixteen readers led us
through those last hours of our Lord’s life before his crucifixion.
A service which stays with you for meditation as one goes home.
Good Friday 9 am
Around 70 folk attended a subdued service as we “walked” with Jesus to
the Cross. A powerful sermon led us forward to Easter Sunday. The
elements of the tomb, perfumed oil, cross and unlit candle at the foot of
our large wooden cross amid the broken palm branches from Palm
Sunday painted a picture to remember.
Easter Sunday 8.30, 10 am, S@S
“He has risen—He is risen indeed” greeted our celebration of the risen
Christ.” The three services all in their special ways
continued in our 2018 Easter theme. The
elements of the day were added to the flowers
which adorned the table at the foot of the cross.
The tomb was open, the bread and wine
were there to participate in the celebration
and the candle was lit. Hymns and songs were
joyously sung.
Another great sermon—thank you Je-Kon.
This year Gloria Natoli had made us a little book
“Come to the Cross” and of course there was
achocolate egg to enjoy!
God Bless
Sandi Herbert
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History of the Church Service for Intellectually Disabled Adults
at St. Andrew’s UC Richmond
A telephone call to Rev. Je-Kon Oh from Maureen MacGregor, the
Manager of New Haven Farm at Freeman’s Reach in the first half of
2010, was a request for our church to bring a Christian church service
to the intellectually disabled residents of that facility.
New Haven Farm was commenced as a ‘home’ for disabled men by
Mr and Mrs Hare who set up their own property at Freeman’s Reach,
as ‘Haven’ for disabled people. I understand that their own two sons
were disabled. The Hare’s were Christian folk and the mission
statement of the establishment requires that the men have access to
a Christian church Service. Initially the men were able to attend the
Anglican Church at Freeman’s Reach, and following the end of that, a
service was set up by a Christian Pastor who attended New Haven and
conducted a church service there, but that also came to an end.
And so, Maureen MacGregor phoned our church and spoke to
Rev. Je-Kon Oh.
Following that phone call, Je-Kon contacted Margaret Bailey, and after
some discussion with New Haven Farm management, it was decided to
hold a church service once monthly, on the first Friday, at 10.15am
(now 10.30am), with morning tea to follow. It was thought that
coming to our church building would give them a real sense of ‘going
to church’ and a safe outing at the same time. Of course this was a
wonderful opportunity for the church to serve our community too.
It was with some trepidation that the Rev. Je-Kon Oh, Margaret and
Keith Bailey began to ‘organise’ and plan for this church service.
Je-Kon became the technical manager, Keith the catering officer and
Margaret with the help from Je-Kon and the Godspace Scripture
material used in schools, became the Worship leader.
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Together with feedback from Maureen MacGregor about the range of
intellectual ability of those attending, we got off to a nervous start in
September 2010. Twenty men attended, ten from New Haven Farm and
ten from another facility for intellectually disabled adults at Box Hill, McCall
Gardens, with their carers. Our theme for that service was “JESUS—the
Good Shepherd” John 10. Our music was played from CD’s and downloads.
Morning tea was very popular!
We are grateful to many people in our church for joining their talents with
ours to grow this church service. Our musicians contribute greatly to the
joy and blessing everyone experiences through this service.
John 4:24 says “God is Spirit and only by the power of His Spirit can people
Worship Him as He really is.” A lot of prayer goes into each service. We try
to keep close to Him, because the people who attend the services, worship
from their hearts, as all worshippers of God should, and in truth are
brothers and sisters in Christ. So we in turn, love and respect each one,
because God is not limited by anyone’s physical or intellectual disability,
but communicates Spirit to spirit, something we all need to keep in mind.
Now we are in our eighth year. This service has developed; we sometimes
have Role Plays, we have Communion once each year, usually at Easter.
We have Nativity plays at Christmas, involving as many participants
(in costume) as possible. An open microphone is provided for the men to
come and pray (sometimes with help), sharing their hearts and thoughts
and concerns and sorrows with everyone. We have bright appropriate
songs and there is always a wonderful morning tea before everyone goes
home.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE.
COME AND JOIN US!
First Friday each month, 10.30am St. Andrew’s.
(January excepted).
Margaret Bailey
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U4F—April Meeting
Thirty folk attended our Easter program on 5th April. Ann led us in a
devotion and then introduced her friend, Jean Hunter, from the Isle of
Arran. Jean is the Parish Assistant working alongside a Minister and is
responsible for five churches on the island, regularly taking three services
every Sunday. She said it was a pleasure to worship at St. Andrew’s,
especially at Easter time.
Jean took us on a journey of the Holy Land with photos from her two visits
in recent years and we were embraced by the starkness of the deserts and
mountains, the road Jesus walked on Palm Sunday, the beauty of the
Garden of Gethsemane, the tomb where Jesus was laid, Bethlehem, the
Dead Sea (tide in not out), Jordan where Jesus sailed on the Sea of Galilee,
Capernaum and so many other well known biblical places.
Judith presented a small gift of a Hawkesbury tea towel in memory of the
Hawkesbury and her visit at U4F.
Denise Aslin

Boat on the Sea of Galilee.

One of the Beatitude stones.

The next meeting of U4F, on Thursday the 3rd May, is a visit to the local
Secret Garden, lifts are available, meet in the Church Auditorium at 9.45 am.
Come and enjoy morning tea, learn a little about the work they do at the
Secret Garden and there will be plants for sale
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Lester greeting Dominic Perrottet, our local MP (NSW Treasurer and Minister for
Industrial Relations) at a lunch held at St. Andrew’s in thanks for the
Community Grant which enabled the purchase of a new projector and screen.

A picture taken of Gwen Cooke who
went sailing on the Penrith Lake at
the age of 94.
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BOOK REVIEW by Cicely Sturgess
Voice of the Martyrs - ’I am n’
During Lent, St Andrew’s congregation chose VOM to be the organisation they
wanted to benefit from our time of Fasting, Praying and Giving. In June we will
have the opportunity to hear from a speaker who will tell us more about our
Christian brethren and the messages they have for us, messages which can be
astonishing in the light of their extreme suffering. Usually they do not ask to be
relieved of their sufferings but we will pray and give Bibles for their strengthening
and help.
To those of us who remember the daily terrors of the Holocaust as presented in
our newspapers earlier on, and who were sickened by the cruel treatment of
human beings, by human beings, this seemed to be a reversion to evil yet again.
Again an attempt to put the sovereignty of God out of the picture.
So why this book from our library? What does the title mean? The followers of
Jesus in Muslim Arabic lands are identified by ‘n’ which is curved Arabic script
identifying ‘N’ (i.e. Jesus the Nazarene). This is daubed on houses and churches
of those who are counted as ‘infidel’ and worthy of persecution and death.
VOM was founded by Richard Wurmbrand in 1967 and subscribers to the
magazine receive news from different countries where persecution is rife. This
means that we are able to pray and give as well as being able to love and
identify with those saints In their very different situations. By reading their
stories we are encouraged to be as willing as they are to honour Jesus in the
same way he honoured us by giving his own life that we may live.
I cannot convey to you exactly what each precious story involves and therefore
can only mention a few Titles with a small comment-:
‘The Mother behind Bars’ Asia Bibi. This little mother had a lot to say to her
fellow workers in the fields of Pakistan. She was thirsty so took a drink from the
tap shared by Muslim women.
Someone shouted “Now our water is contaminated, you infidel thief, your
prophet was born without a father!” Her response was “Our Christ sacrificed his
life on the Cross for our sins, what has your prophet done for you? Our Christ is
alive, your prophet is dead.”
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She was sentenced to death by stoning which was the Blasphemy Law but a
worldwide outcry reduced that to imprisonment. For the suffering and deaths
the families and many other Christian at high level endured as a result of her
ongoing imprisonment, please read for yourselves, but surely our hearts beat
faster as we read her words and thank God for her spirit and witness.
‘The Boy Who Would Not Back Down’ Hussein, a nine year old Turkish boy.
He was a new Christian whose parents were secret Christians. He had been given
a cross pendant and wanted his school friends and teachers to know he believed
in Jesus. He wanted them to have the same joy which was his, wanted them to
ask about the cross. Later his parents decided to be open about their Christianity
too.
In the classroom the trouble started. Spitting, swearing, being beaten with sticks
and having rocks thrown at him, boys jumping on him. Then his religious teacher
was beating him because he would not say or write the ‘shahada’. “There is no
god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet.” The beatings went on for several
weeks and were authorized by the school Principal and parents.
The family finally had to move and eventually found a school for Hussein who at
the age of eleven said, “I will never return to Islam, even if the persecution
continues. Christ said that we would suffer for him. It’s okay to suffer for him.”
What a story!
More Titles:‘Point-Blank Forgiveness’ - Habila Adamu—Nigeria
‘Face to Face with her Assailant’ - Amina—Nigeria
‘It Started with a Soccer Game’ - Hassan S and Pastor Hakim—Algeria
In this book are 48 personal stories also stories of former Martyrs. Each one is a
testimony to the grace and goodness and love of God and of fellow Christians.
Please read and be humbled by their example.
John Ch1 v 5

“Light has come into the world and the darkness has not overcome it.”
Praise God for ordinary extra-ordinary people who follow their Lord.
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May Activities 2018

Tues 1
Thurs 3
Fri
4
Fri
4
Fri
4
Mon 7
Weds 9
Thurs 10
Fri 11
Sat 12
Mon 14

Church Council 7.30pm
U4F
10.00
IDA Service
10.30
Tech Guru
1pm
Youth Group
7pm
Playtime
9.30
TOFMs
9.45
Cuppa4Seniors
10.00
Youth Group
7pm
Family Movie Night 6.30pm
Playtime
9.30

Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Mon
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Mon
Mon

17
17
18
19
21
23
24
25
26
28
28

Cuppa4Seniors
10.00
Patchwork
1.30pm
Youth Group
7pm
Women’s Breakfast 7.30am
Playtime
9.30
TOFMs
9.45
Seniors Lunch
12.00
Youth Group
7pm
50/60s Fellowship
2pm
Playtime
9.30
St. Andrew’s Singers 11.00

You are invited
if you are in your 50s
or 60s.
2pm Sat. 26th May
in the Auditorium
(RSVP by Sun. 20th May)
CONTACTS
Kiran Anderson (0406 586 360; kiranrebecca@gmail.com)
Rev. Je-Kon Oh (0410 596 991; minister@richmonduniting.org.au)
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Worship Planner for May 2018
Date

8:30am

10am

6pm

6 May
(Easter 6)

Geoff Brown
(HC)

Geoff Brown

Je-Kon Oh

13 May
(Easter 7)

Noreen Towers

Noreen Towers

Café Church

11am Pentecost/Harvest Service

20 May
(Pentecost)

Je-Kon Oh

27 May
(Trinity Sunday)

Je-Kon Oh

Je-Kon Oh
(HC)

Je-Kon Oh

*Note: This worship plan can be changed at any time.
** Je-Kon preaches at Windsor UC on 6th May. Mother’s Day is on 13th May

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR June 2018
U4F
FASHION PARADE
Clothes by Stafford Fashions
To be held in St. Andrew’s Auditorium
on Thursday 7th June
Morning Tea 10 am
Parade 10.30 am
Donation $10
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE WEEK
MONDAYS

Playtime: 9.30am-11.30am parents &
pre-schoolers
(Sarah Jones 4577 5353)
Andy’s Hands-on-Help: 9.00-1pm maintenance &
fellowship (Bob Thuaux 4578 2309)

TUESDAYS

Church Council: 7.30pm 1st Tuesday odd number
month (Greg Inskip 4573 1002)
Pastoral Leaders Team: 7.00pm 1st Tuesday even
month (Je-Kon Oh)

WEDNESDAYS

Time Out For Mums: 9.45-11.15am Fortnightly
school terms for mums & pre-schoolers
(Sandra Brown 4589 3008)

THURSDAYS

1st: Uniting 4 Fellowship 10.00am
(Beryl Hedges 4571 2087)
2nd & 3rd: Cuppa 4 Seniors: 10.00am-12 noon
3rd Thursday: Patchwork with Thelma 1.30 pm
4th: Seniors’ Lunch: 12 noon-1.45pm
Seniors’ Bible Study: 12 noon-1.30pm (1st, 3rd & 5th)
(Sandi Herbert 4573 1517)

FRIDAYS

Prayer Meeting: 9am-10am (Margaret Bailey)
1st: IDA Service: 10.30am
Youth Group: 7pm (Yrs 5 and up during school term)
(Evelynn Inskip 0447119020)

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church
(St. Andrew’s is a member of the Assembly of Confessing
Congregations in the Uniting Church.)
Ph: 02 4578 3820; Web: www.richmonduniting.org.au
25 West Market Street, Richmond NSW 2753
Mail: Post Office Box 450, Richmond NSW 2753
Centre Manager: Derek Scott 4578 6015
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